
 

Plenty to do in March   

by Glenn Higgins, Commodore  

1,800 Miles by Chance  

by John Hines, Vice Commodore  

There's plenty to do around a yacht club in March. The 
marina is starting to show signs of the coming season. The 
Club has several activities on the calendar. Oyster Magic on 
the 14th, Burger Bash on the 21st, our annual sock burning 
will be on Friday, March 16 and the ever popular Seamus 
Kennedy will be entertaining on Saturday, March 24. Also 
mark your calendar for Saturday March 31 as the Club has 
its annual Children's Easter Party. This is always a great 
event and features an appearance by the Easter Bunny. 
You don't want to miss this one. 

On Saturday, February 17 I represented Miles River Yacht 
Club at Crescent Yacht Clubôs Commodores Ball. It was the 
last Ball of the "seasonò and presumably the last time that I 
will be driving in winter weather to attend a Yacht Club 
event. The Bay Bridge was restricted to a single lane and 
twenty miles per hour. Thank goodness for my old Ford F-
250 and heavy tread mud tires. 

As I was taking my leave and saying my good byes, I 
recognized a habit had developed. I would say good night 
and my friends would express a concern about my long 
drive back to St. Michaels. I would then remind my 
colleagues that I wasn't complaining about that long drive 
home. In fact I was bragging about it. It's been that way for 
me since I was a child. I consider myself quite fortunate to 
live in a town where others come to visit.   

I met someone recently who had just moved to St. Michaels. 
She told me that the first time she saw the town she knew 
she wanted to live here. This person wasn't looking to make 
a change in her life. She was just visiting. Such is the charm 
of our town. So, this new resident found a suitable job and a 
home and a new "home town.ò She also told me that she 
would from time to time walk to work to remind herself of 
just how fortunate she was to have found such a wonderful 
community. When I meet people like this it reconfirms my 
long held belief; St. Michaels is one of the greatest places. It 
always has been. Let's hope that it always will be. 

Thatôs right, 1,800 miles is now my new personal best 
for randomly running into some MRYC friends. When 
Jennifer and I moved to the Eastern Shore in 2004 we 
knew we had chosen a wonderful place to settle down 
and start our new family. Like most people that move to 
a new area, we sought to find new friends with similar 
interests in boating and sailing. Having sailed the 
Annapolis to Miles River race for many years, I knew 
that we should consider joining MRYC. We had some 
friends who were members and they invited us to dinner 
at the Club. I immediately knew that MRYC was the 
type of club I had always sought and wasted no time 
joining. Since then, we have been gifted with a social 
circle of friends that has far exceeded my expectations. 
We have cruised around the bay and anchored with so 
many of our new friends over the years.  

Like most people, my family has always enjoyed 
warmer and sunnier weather than Maryland seems to 
offer in February. I know a great number of our 
membership feels similarly and splits time or vacations 
in much warmer parts of the world this time of year. As 
expected, Iôve run into MRYC friends at other 
Chesapeake Bay clubs and even after a Bermuda 
Race, but to randomly run into some friends from the 
Club while vacationing 1,800 miles away is truly a 
unique experience. A familiar face in a crowded place to 
swap stories from home is just one of the many things 
that MRYC continues to offer. I hope that when you 
spend time at the Club you take a moment to befriend 
others and swap a few stories. Iôm looking forward to 
acquainting myself with those I have yet to meet and 
finding places I have yet to travel. I hope to see you at 
the Club, or anywhere else we may run into each other. 
Until then, stay warm this winter is almost behind usé 

John E. Hines III, P.E., Vice Commodore ï Email: 
jehines3@gmail.com 

Quarterly Membership Meeting  

March 2, 2018  6PM  

The membership meeting will include a vote on using up to $15,000 from the Property 
Improvement Fund to remove the fireplace and wall between the lounge and the Trophy Room. Be 

sure to attend to hear all the details on the proposed project and to exercise your right to vote. 
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Miles River Yacht Club 

PO Box 158 
St Michaels, MD 21663 

410-745-9511 
 

FLAG OFFICERS 

Commodore: Glenn Higgins  
Vice Commodore: John Hines 
Rear Commodore: Bill Mischke 

Fleet Captain: Lee Brown 
Treasurer: P/C Chuck Gardner 

Secretary: Sharon Miller 
Fleet Chaplain: Rev. Vincent Dunning 

Fleet Surgeon: Jeff Etherton, MD 
 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
Meets 3rd Thursday at 6PM 

P/C Anita H. Schneider 
Will Chapman 

Mike Healy 
Jeep Jallade 

Tim Paris 
Penny Rhine 
Barbara Rose 

 

HOUSE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Meets 2nd Thursday at 6PM 

V/C John Hines, Chair 
R/C Bill Mischke, Vice Chair 

General Manager Cheryl Alfes 
F/C Lee Brown 

Jay Carey 
P/C Kate Cramblett 

Adam Higgins 
Kevin Kiley 

Bob Luff 
Secretary Sharon Miller 

Fritz Moritz  
Jennifer Williams  

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Building & Grounds: Adam Higgins 
Entertainment: P/C Kate Cramblett 

Junior Sail: Bob Foley & Larry Robinson 
Membership: Fritz Moritz 

Past Commodores: P/C Bill Rowan 
Pool: R/C Bill Mischke 

Sail: Penny Rhine 
 

CLUB STAFF 

General Manager: Cheryl Alfes 
AGM & Event Planner: Vicki Bland 
Office Manager: Margo Wauben 

 

SPECIAL SUPPORT 

Long Hauler Editor: Sharon Miller 

 

 

 

March  

Mark  Your  

Calendars  
 

Ï March 1 ï Sail Committee Dinner Speaker Ï  

Ï March 2 ï Quarterly Membership Meeting Ï  

Ï March 3 ï Kidôs Cooking Class Ï  

Ï March 3 ï Entertainment in the Lounge Ï  

Ï March 14 ï Oyster Magic Ï  

Ï March 16 ï Sock Burning Ï  

$20 for a raffle ticket for the VIP parking space! 

Ï March 21 ï Burger Bash Ï  

Ï March 24 ï Seamus Kennedy Ï  

Ï March 30 ï Tilghman Island Speaker & Video Ï  

Ï March 31 ï Kidôs Easter Party Ï  

Ï April 1 ï Easter Brunch Ï  

Sunday Suppers 

Kidôs Eat Free Wednesdays 

Thirsty Thursdays 
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Sail Committee News  
by Penny Rhine, Sail Chair  

Spring is coming, Honest! 

The Sail Committee has had a busy and satisfying winter. 
Though our first speaker/dinner was postponed for 3 
weeks, we had a good attendance to hear TJ Himmelman 
discuss aquaculture. Februaryôs speaker was great ï 
wonderful crowd to hear Ed Farleyôs presentation about 
his skipjack. I hope March 1st is equally appreciated ï 
ñSteamboats of the Chesapeakeò by Jack Shaum has 
been highly touted. Please call the Club for reservations. 

The Sail Committee will meet the first Thursday of each 
month beginning April 5th. We will discuss the upcoming 
season and hope to have many of you volunteer to help 
with our races. Many hands make light work. My sincere 
wish is to only ask for 1 weekend from each Committee 
Boat and Mark Boat. All interested Club members are 
very welcome to join us on April 5th at 6:00. (Sign-up 
sheets will be available). 

Our 2018 regatta schedule is: 

May 5-6 David Oursler Star Regatta 

May 26  Annapolis to Miles River Race (ATM) 

June 16-17 Albacore Nationals 

June 24-25 4th of July Log Canoe Series 

July 28-29 Governorôs Cup Log Canoe Series 

August 9 MRYC Annual Junior Regatta 

Sept 8-9 Labor Day Log Canoe Series 

Sept 15  Higgins & Commodoreôs Cup Log Canoe 
                          Races 

Sept 16  CBMM Bartlett Cup Log Canoe Races 

Sept 22-23 Harold Schuster Fall Star Regatta 

Every year Eastport Yacht Club hosts the Leukemia Cup 
ï a very large fund raising event. It will be held this year 
on Saturday, June 2nd. EYC would like us to have a 
ñremote startò ï boats starting in Miles River and ending in 
Annapolis to compete in the Leukemia Cup and enjoy all 
festivities. This is a new concept and we would need to 
have at least 5 boats interested in participating. Please let 
me know if you would like more information.  

Year Book Ads Available to 

Members  

Contact V/C Hines if you want to place a personal ad in 
the MRYC Year Book. The cost of advertising in the 2018 

MRYC Year Book follows: 

Full Page Color: $500 

Half Page Color: $300 

Full Page B&W: $300 

Half Page B&W: $200 

Third Page (Business Card): $150 

Quarter Page B&W: $100 
 

Spring is around the corner!  
by Lee Brown, Fleet Captain  

The days are getting longer, daffodils are optimistically 
peeping out of the ground, and I am starting to see folks 
working on their boats on warmer days, all sure signs that 
spring isnôt too far away! I am in the beginning stages of 
planning a few cruises out of the Club this summer ï if 
anyone has any thoughts or preferences please let me 
know, I am hopeful that we can get several weekend 
cruises put together this summer.  

Our first cruise of the season is already scheduled, and 
you donôt even need a boat to join in the fun! We have a 
Land Cruise booked for Saturday, April 14th. The bus will 
leave from MRYC at 10 AM and head across the Bay 
Bridge while sipping Bloody Maryôs and/or Mimosa's as we 
journey to Maryland Yacht Club in Pasadena, one of the 
oldest yacht clubs in the United States and hosts of the 
Queen of the Chesapeake pageant. From there we will set 
sail to Bodkin Yacht Club, just a short ride away and a 
great example of a ñWorking Club,ò something that is quite 
common on the Western Shore ï but a bit of a rarity here 
on the Eastern Shore.  

After enjoying the hospitality at BYC we will head to 
another BYC.... Belvedere Yacht Club, another working 
club in nearby Arnold. From there we are hoping to visit 
(still to be confirmed) Eastport Yacht Club in Annapolis 
and our Western Shore partners for the Annapolis to Miles 
River race. Once we have enjoyed all of the hospitality of 
our Western Shore cousins, we will return to MRYC by 
approximately 6:30 PM. All of these Clubs are very 
welcoming and gracious in hosting these ñLand Cruises.ò  

If you have never been on one of these trips before, it is a 
great way to visit a sampling of yacht clubs on the Western 
Shore at a cost that is far less than that of the fuel alone by 
boat. The price is $35 per person and you can sign up by 
using the sign up sheet behind the bar at the Club or by 
emailing me at fleetcaptain@milesriveryc.org. 

JSP Registration Open  

2018 Jumior Sail Registration is now open.  

Week 1 - June 18-22  

Week 2 - June 25 -29 

Week 3 - July 9 -13 

Week 4 - July 16 -20  

Week 5 - July 30 -August 3  

Week 6 - August 6 -10 

Annual Regatta - August 9  

Awards - August 10  

See the Club web site for details and the 

registration link.  

 

mailto:fleetcaptain@milesriveryc.org
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Getting Ready for the Clubõs 

Centennialé 

MRYC will celebrate its centennial in 
2021 ï yes, 100 years as a Club. And 
some of us are beginning to think 
about how to celebrate the occasion. 

One plan, already in progress, is the 
publication of a book chronicling the 
history of the Club. And, to do that we 

need your help. We need pictures, although we do have a lot 
collected over the years. We need stories, your stories. If you are 
a long time member, know someone who has a unique 
perspective on the Club, know an adult who grew up in the Club, 
know someone affiliated with the power boat or ice boat regattas 
of the past ï you get the idea ï weód like to interview you or 
them. 

P/C Suellen Gargalli is the chair of the Centennial Book 
Committee. If you have ideas, pictures, stories, prospective 
interviewees, please let the committee know. We have a 
dedicated email for all things ñCentennialò so contact us here:  

CENTENNIAL@MILESRIVERYC.ORG. 

Watch for more on this historic occasion. There will be plenty of 
opportunities to get involved as we get closer. 

Guest Registration Required 

Our by-laws require that all guests register with the Club 

by filling out a guest registration card. This ensures the 

Club can monitor its policy of no more than three visits 

per guest per year. 

Please comply with staff requests that your guests fill 

out this card when they visit the Club. 

Thank you, GM Cheryl Alfes 

Seeking your input for upcoming 

events  

by Bill Mischke, Rear Commodore  

Hello all- 

My responsibilities include Memorial Day observance and our 
Fourth of July celebration. I am asking for member input on what 
you would like to see and do at events. Can you help me by 
sending your comments to bmischke@verizon.net ? 

Iôm looking to make our events meaningful and fun for our 
members! 

I hope you are thinking spring because it will be here before you 
know it.  

We are about to peak under the pool cover to see how Mother 
Nature has treated the pool. Iôll have more details on pool 
improvements and programs soon. 

See you around the Club! 
 

Save the Dates 
Sail Committee Dinner Speaker 

March 1 

See Sail Committee News on 

page 3 for details and watch for 

flyers  for upcoming events. 

 

Save the Dates for Kidõs 

Events  

Kidõs Eat Free on Wednesdays 

(From kidõs menu with paid adult meal) 

Cooking with Kids  

Saturday, March 3  

Sock Burning 

Friday, March 16  

Kidõs Easter Party 

Saturday, March 31  
 

Seamus Kennedy 

 
Saturday, March 24 

 

Burger Bash  

3rd  

Wednesday  

From now through 
April, Burger Bash 
will be the third 

Wednesday of the month.  

Donôt let the winter doldrums get the best of you. 
Come on out and enjoy a great burger with all the 
trimmings at the Club. 

 

mailto:centennial@milesriveryc.org
mailto:bmischke@verizon.net
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If you know of a member 
who could use some 

sunshine because of an 
illness or family loss, let 

Karen Harrison know at 
410-310-2519 and she will 

get word to the Club.  

Like the New Membersõ Name Tags 

Well, you 
can have 
one too.  

 

 

 

Contact Karen Thomas at karenthomas43@gmail.com 
with your first and last name and the year you became a 

member. Turnaround time is about two weeks. 

Support our Yearbook 
Advertisers  

Please remember how important our local 

advertisers are. Without our local 

advertisers, MRYC would not be able to 

provide members with the high -quality 

yearbook we now enjoy. Please, when you are 

considering a purchase, make your first 

choice one of our advertisers.  

While we appreciate their support, rememb er 

that they need our support to continue to 

bring you their goods and services, as well.  

 

Deadline for the April LongHauler is  
March 15 

Please send submissions to: 
LONGHAULER@MILESRIVERYC.ORG 

The LongHauler is in color on the web site 
www.milesriveryc.org 

 

Birthday s and  Anniversar ies  

If you see your name below, tell the bartender and 
get a free drink to celebrate. To have your special 

days listed in the LongHauler, email 
INFO@MILESRIVERYC.ORG with your information. 

March  Birthdays  

2 John Merriken 17 P/C Pat Hawes 

4 Mollie Boyle 19 Carol Chisholm 

4 Larry Fitch 21 Barbara Focht 

5 Rafe Colflesh 21 Julie McCahill 

8 Larry Robinson 21 Barbara Raine 

11 Marion Haddaway 23 Jack Cook 

13 George Raitt 23 P/C Jerry Wilson 

13 Jeff Staley 27 Sue Gardner 

14 Penny Rhine 29 Diana Mautz 

15 Dottie DeBarr 31 P/C Gordon Miles 

March Anniversaries  

2 Jim & Mary Kealy 

9 Jack & Barbara Cook 

16 Pam & Sal Ballaera 

29 Art & Trish Radeff 

 

 

New Members  

The Board of Governors approved the 
following new members. Please welcome them 

to the Club. 

Frank and Stephanie Fiorenini ï Great 
Falls 

Robert Hoegle ï McLean 

Bill and Kit Atkinson ï St Michaels 

Fred Pinkham ï Centreville 

David and Mary Ina Bourdon ï Centreville 

James and Carolyn Aldige ï Alexandria 

 

 

mailto:karenthomas43@gmail.com
http://www.milesriveryc.org/
mailto:info@milesriveryc.org?subject=Birthday


MRYC NEWS & NOTES  
 

6 

 

Donôt keep us in the dark! Club management and your 
House Committee needs your feedback so we know 
what is working well and what is not. We need to know 
what our members want and expect of our Club. If you 
have a problem while in the Club, tell someone then, so 
the problem can be fixed when it happens. There is 
always a Manager of the Day on duty and usually an 
officer or House Committee member in the Club. 

So, tell us what you think about the menu, the food, the 
service, the entertainment, the pool, the marina. Please 
email comments to the House Committee at 
HOUSECOMMITTEE@MILESRIVERYC.ORG. 

We want to hear from you and we will respond. 

Please donôt be anonymous. If you feel strongly enough 
to write a letter of complaint, please sign it so we can 
follow up and ensure your complaint is handled. 

Key Card Required for Entry  

The front door is repaired and the key 

card entry system is in use once 

again. The front door is locked, so 

please be sure to carry your key card 

when you come to the Club. 
 

Upcoming Special 

Events  

Sail Committee Dinner  Speaker  

Thursday, March  1 6PM 

  

Cooking with Kids   

Saturday, March 3 Noon 

 

 Sock Burning  

Friday, March 16 6PM  

 

Seamus Kennedy 

Saturday, March 24 7PM  

 

Tilghman Island Video  

Friday, March 30  

 

Kidõs Easter Party 

Saturday, March 31 1:00PM  

 

Easter Brunch  

Sunday, April 1 11AM - 1:30PM  

 

Club Hours 

Club Closed Mondays & Tuesdays 

 Sunday Monday & Tuesday Wednesday & Thursday Friday & Saturday 

Kitchen 
Hours 

11:30 AM ï 7:30 PM Closed 11:30 AM ï 8:30 PM 11:30 AM ï 9 PM 

Lounge 11:30 AM ï 7:30 PM* Closed 11:30 AM ï 11 PM* 11:30 AM ï 11 PM* 

*If there are less than three people consuming alcohol, the bartender will close the Club 
 with a 15 minute last call. 

mailto:housecommittee@milesriveryc.org
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjI0om0nrLZAhVEiOAKHcZNCaAQjRwIBw&url=http://clipartbarn.com/bunny-clipart_34651/&psig=AOvVaw1lcns9K5L8-88owJJwP8TD&ust=1519138573618298
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2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 Sail Committee 
Dinner Spaker ï 
6PM 

2 Investment Club ï 
10AM 

Quarterly Membership 
Meeting ï 6PM 

3 Cooking with 
Kids - Noon 

Entertainment in 
Lounge 

4 5 Club 
Closed 

6 Club 
Closed 

7 8 9  10 Private Lunch 
(CR) 

11 Daylight 
Saving Time 
Begins 

12 Club 
Closed 

13 Club 
Closed 

14 Oyster Magic ï 
5:30PM 

15 16 Investment Club ï 

10AM 

Sock Burning ï 6PM 

17  

18 19 Club 
Closed 

20 Club 
Closed 

21 Burger Bash ï 
5:30PM 

22 23 24 Seamus 
Kennedy ï 7PM 

25 26 Club 
Closed 

27 Club 
Closed 

28 29 30 Tilghman Island 
Video ï Remembering 
the Tilghmand Island 
Packing Company 

31 Kidôs Easter 
Party 

Trivia Night 

 

For more information visit the Club web site at milesriveryc.org 

 

 

2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 Easter Brunch 2 3 4 5 Sail Committee 

Meeeting ï 6PM 

6 Investment Club ï 
10AM 

7 Clean Up Day 

St Michaelsô Prom 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 Land Cruise 

15 16 17 18 Burger Bash 19 20 Investment Club 

ï 10AM 
21 Private Party 
(CR) 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 Trivia Night 

29 30      

Sunday Suppers ð Noon to Close  x Kidõs Eat Free Wednesdays 

Thirsty Thursdays ð ½ price on bottled wines ð All day  

Fridays in April ð Watch for our guest bartenders!  

http://www.milesriveryc.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MRYC  Contacts  

 
Clubhouse: 410-745-9511 

 Pool: 410-745-6142 
Fax: 410-745-2602 

 
Web Site: www.milesriveryc.org 

Club office email: MRYC@milesriveryc.org 

Web Site email: info@milesriveryc.org 

 
1,800 Miles Away (L to R): V/C John Hines, P/C John Bradley, Peggy Bradley, Jennifer 

Kennedy- Hines 

http://www.milesriveryc.org/
mailto:mryc@milesriveryc.org
mailto:info@milesriveryc.org


 

 

 



 

 



 

 


