
 

Tis the season to be thankful  

by Glenn Higgins , Commodore 

I would like to take a moment and say thank you to the MRYC 
membership for allowing me to be your Commodore for 2018. 
As a lifelong resident of Talbot county and a lifelong Club user 
it is indeed an honor and a pleasure to take on this role. For 
me this opportunity has such a personal satisfaction to it. As 
many of you know, my Father was Commodore in 1979. Even 
though he is gone now being Commodore of the Club we both 
love brings me closer to him and to my Mother. 

November sort of snuck up on me this year. The unusually 
warm September and October have kept us busy with 
summer activities well past other years. The marina still has 
quite a number of boats in the slips and Isabel's is just now 
getting to see some chilly evenings. With the addition of the 
patio heaters it is a perfect time to enjoy a lunch or dinner 
outside at the Club. 

Besides Club activities, November is a fantastic month to be 
outside. The Canada geese are here in full swing and the 
weather still gives some opportunities for great fishing. Deer 
season is also at its peak. 

You might not believe it now but forty years ago deer were a 
scarce animal in this part of the state. There was a hunting 
season but it was primarily an exercise in frustration. The 
season was one week long. The limit was one deer (buck 
only). To harvest a doe the hunter needed a special permit. 
The permits were awarded through a lottery. Not everyone got 
one. I hunted for several years as a teenager without seeing a 
deer. As the saying goes "That was then.ò Now I'm 
disappointed if I don't see at least one on every hunt. The 
damage done to farmersô crops and for that matter decorative 
shrubs around homes is substantial. I only hunt with a Bow 
and Arrow now. It suits me well to not spoil a serene evening 
with a loud bang. 

Mark your Calendars as we have plenty of things to keep you 
busy this month. Our annual Bull and Oyster Roast is 
November 11. Come out and enjoy a few oysters on the half 
shell. For the less adventurous steamed oysters are also 
available along with beef sandwiches and all the fixings. 

Miles of Thanks will be on Wednesday the 22nd. Come out 
and join other Club members giving a hand in preparing 
dinner for those less fortunate.  

Also for those inclined, there is an opportunity to share "Coats 
for Kids.ò There is a basket in the entrance foyer. Cash 
donations are always accepted. 

So get outside and enjoy this weather. There is plenty of 
entertainment planned for December, so get ready to have 
some Holiday fun and be thankful. 

 

Itõs your Club 

by John Hines , Vice Commodore 

A very special thank you to the entire membership for 
your continued support and having me represent you 
as Vice Commodore of MRYC for the coming year. As 
Fleet Captain I enjoyed the support of many old 
friends and made so many new ones. This year brings 
about many new challenges and I ask for your 
continued help in making MRYC the best Club on the 
bay.  

As Vice Commodore of MRYC I am charged with 
running the House Committee. Most of the committee 
was willing to continue on for another year and the 
momentum of the Club operations will greatly benefit 
from this continuity.  

You have heard many of the previous commodores 
and management of MRYC proclaim how this is your 
Club. My plan is to make that my driving message 
though many actions in and around the Club. We will 
have a revived interest in volunteer and group 
activities to continue making our Club the best club it 
can be. We will begin calendar planning for 2018 and I 
want to hear all the ideas about making MRYC more 
representative of what you think your Cub should be.   

As a former treasurer of MRYC, I realize money is not 
limitless and we have limitations, but collectively small 
changes as a group can make a huge difference. The 
biggest thing that makes MRYC one of the best Clubs 
is volunteerism. If youôve contemplated participating 
and like meeting new people, consider joining me or 
one of our many committees for a year. Some of the 
areas we would love to have help are photography, 
yearbook, website development, building and grounds, 
pool, and many others. You will meet new friends and 
you will get to know your Club and its members. Being 
part of the MRYC family continues to be such a 
rewarding experience and I hope I can do my best to 
keep making MRYC your Club.  

Membership Meeting  

December 1, 6PM  

See page 2 for details on voting 
for capital expenditures.  
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Miles River Yacht Club 

PO Box 158 
St Michaels, MD 21663 

410-745-9511 
 

FLAG OFFICERS 

Commodore: Glenn Higgins  
Vice Commodore: John Hines 
Rear Commodore: Bill Mischke 

Fleet Captain: Lee Brown 
Treasurer: P/C Chuck Gardner 

Secretary: Sharon Miller 
Fleet Chaplain: Rev. Vincent Dunning 

Fleet Surgeon: Michael Green, MD 
 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
Meets 3rd Thursday at 6PM 

P/C Anita H. Schneider 
Will Chapman 

Mike Healy 
Jeep Jallade 

Tim Paris 
Penny Rhine 
Barbara Rose 

 

HOUSE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Meets 2nd Thursday at 6PM 

V/C John Hines, Chair 
R/C Bill Mischke, Vice Chair 

General Manager Cheryl Alfes 
F/C Lee Brown 

Jay Carey 
P/C Kate Cramblett 

Adam Higgins 
Kevin Kiley 

Secretary Sharon Miller 
Fritz Moritz  

Jennifer Williams  
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Entertainment: P/C Kate Cramblett 
Building & Grounds: Adam Higgins 

Membership: Fritz Moritz 
Past Commodores: P/C Bill Rowan 

Sail: Penny Rhine 
Junior Sail: Bob Foley & Larry Robinson 

Pool: R/C Bill Mischke 
 

CLUB STAFF 

General Manager: Cheryl Alfes 
AGM & Event Planner: Vicki Bland 
Office Manager: Margo Wauben 

 

SPECIAL SUPPORT 

Long Hauler Editor: Sharon Miller 

Month of Change  

by Bill Mischke , Rear Commodore  

It is my pleasure to serve as your Rear Commodore. I look forward to 
meeting and working with all of you to help make our Club even better. Iôm 
excited to support our Sail, Junior Sail and our Swim Team. Additionally, Iôll 
serve as our pool chair. Please let me know your thoughts and how I can 
help. 

The last couple of weeks in October have been wonderful for boating. I 
hope you were able to spend some time on the water.  

Our fall season has plenty of activities for all - great dining, great 
entertainment and great views! 

By the way, have you taken the time to enjoy our views? We are truly 
blessed to have some of the best views on the shore. Pictures really donôt 
give justice to our MYRC property and the river. Come to the Club, hang 
out, enjoy the fire pit and meet new friends. 

Thanks for being a member! 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING DECEMBER 1 st  

VOTE TO APPROVE EXPENDITURES  

At the Quarterly Membership Meeting to be held December 1, 2017 at 
6PM, the membership will be asked to approve certain capital expenditures 
from our Property Improvement Account. In accordance with our By-Laws, 
the membership must be given 30 days notice of any proposed action. 
Membership approval  will be requested for the following expenses: 

 *  Pool Chemical Controller - $3,357 

 *  New Front Doors - $3,928 

 *  Replacement of Water Softener - up to $5,000 

 *  Removal/Replacement of Outside Storage Building - 

     up to $17,500 

The Board of Governors recommends membership approval of these 
capital expenditures. 

 

 

Novem ber  

Mark  Your  Calendars  

 

Ï November 4 ï Commodoreôs Ball Ï 
Entertainment by XPD Band 

(Club closes at 2PM) 

Ï November 11 ï Veteranôs Day Ï 
Free dessert for all MRYC Veterans 

Ï November 11 ï Bull & Oyster Roast Ï 

Ï November 15 ï Oyster Magic Ï 

Ï November 17 ï Last Day to Order Holiday Pies Ï 

Ï November 22 ï Miles of Thanks Ï 

Ï November 24 ï Italian Buffet Ï 

Ï November 29 ï Holiday Greens Workshop Ï 
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òMiles of thanksó 

MRYC Members,  

We are giving you one more reason to use 
this phraseé ñItôs the most wonderful time 
of the year.ò The Miles River Yacht Club will 

be offering Thanksgiving dinners to some special 
members in our community. The Club will pass on our 
blessings to friends and neighbors who have fewer 
opportunities than us. History has proven that we can best 
serve the community by delivering directly to their homes 
and offering carry out from the Club. Since the inception of 
ñMiles of Thanksò in 2011, under the leadership of 
Commodore Frank DeBord, we have increased our meal 
deliveries to over 200 in the Bay Hundred area.  

The event will be held on Wednesday, November 22, from 
11:00 am to 2:00 pm at the Club. Hereôs how you can help 
keep the momentum going! 

We need volunteers to help box carry out meals at the 
Club and deliver meals to St. Michaels and Easton. We 
need monetary donations to cover the cost of the food and 
paper products. Donations can be charged to your house 
account or checks and cash can be dropped off in the 
office. One hundred percent of the proceeds for ñMiles of 
Thanksò will go directly to purchasing the groceries, 
making the meals and to community food banks.  

Volunteer sign-up sheets will be in the lobby at the Club 
beginning November 1st. 

For more information please do not hesitate to contact 
Vicki Bland at the Club. She will be happy to share the 
details. Her phone number is 410 745-9511 or email her at 
mrycsm@verizon.net. 

Celebrate the 
Installation  

of the  
new MRYC officers 
and Board members  

  
MRYC Commodoreõs Ball 

November 4, 2017 at 6PM  

Reservations required  
(Club will close at 2PM for all 

other food and beverage service)  

 

The   Next Chapter  
by Lee Brown, Fleet Captain  

As I assume the duties of Fleet Captain this month it will 
be the beginning of another chapter in my lifelong 
relationship with the Miles River Yacht Club. As I told the 
Nominating Committee during my interview, the Club has 
been a touchstone for me for nearly as long as I can 
remember.  

Fifty years ago this coming Ground Hog day my parents 
loaded up the family, drove east across the Bay Bridge 
and planted our roots along the shores of the Miles River. 
One of the first things they did was join the Yacht Club 
and I soon found myself running the grounds, playing on 
the beach and swimming on the swim team with our 
current Commodore and many others who were fortunate 
enough to grow up in the St. Michaels area back then. I 
learned to sail a Laser in one of the first Junior Sail 
classes taught by Diana Mautz out on the jalousie 
windowed porch that used to surround the Commodores 
Room, and one of my first jobs as a teenager was as a 
dock hand in the mid 70ôs. My Father was on the Board 
of Governors and served as Entertainment Chair and my 
Mother was Treasurer of the Ladies Auxiliary for many 
years.  

After graduating from college I joined the Yacht Club 
myself and in the mid 80ôs my wife Beth and I hosted our 
wedding reception in the Commodores Room. Shortly 
afterward Beth was hired as bar manager, a position she 
held until the birth of our first child, Chris, a couple of 
years later. As our family grew to include Katie and 
Kevin, the Club continued to play a large role in our lives 
ï childrenôs holiday parties always had an assortment of 
Brown kids running around. Friday night buffets were a 
very large family affair in the 90ôs and we were nearly 
always there. The Club and those Friday nights were 
particularly important to Beth since I was often away for 
months at a time as an Officer in the U.S. Merchant 
Marines and she was left to raise 3 young children on her 
own. As our kids grew older they each swam on the swim 
team for years and as a result I served on the Marlins 
board and eventually as President, this subsequently led 
to me serving on the Board as Pool Chair. As our kids 
grew into their teenage years they followed in their 
parents footsteps and found employment at the Club. 
From the pool to the docks, in the kitchen and out in the 
dining room, behind the bar and out on the water with 
Junior Sail, there arenôt many positions at the Club that 
hasnôt seen one of the Brown kids.  

During that time I have continued to serve variously on 
the Board, the Finance Committee, and most recently on 
the House Committee. Through all of this I have truly 
enjoyed myself. Beth and I have made many good 
friends, gotten reacquainted with some old ones and 
found a good place to raise a family. As newly minted 
Grandparents, life continues to evolve for Beth and I. We 
look forward to continuing this journey in the coming year 
and hope to see you around the Club. 

 

mailto:mrycsm@verizon.net
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Employee Christmas Fund 

With  Thanksgiving close at 
hand and  the holidays  right 
around the corner,  Club 
members are invited and 
encouraged to contribute to the 

Employee Christmas F und.  

We use this fund to distribute cash Christmas 
bonuses to our valued staff to show our 
appreciation for their services to us during the 
year. You may send a check (payab le to MRYC) or 
call and ask that your contribution be charged to 
your house account.  

Veteranõs Day  

 

Saturday November 11,  2017  

 
Miles River Yacht Club will celebrate with a free 

dessert to all MRYC members who have served or 

are currently  serving in the United States 

Military.  

Deadline for the December LongHauler is  
November 15 

Please send submissions to: 
LONGHAULER@MILESRIVERYC.COM 

The LongHauler is in color on the web site 
www.milesriveryc.org 

Daylight Savings Ends 

Donôt forget to set 
your clocks back 
on November 5. 

 

Getting Ready for the Clubõs 

Centennialé 

MRYC will celebrate its centennial in 2021 ï yes, 100 
years as a Club. And some of us are beginning to think 
about how to celebrate the occasion. 

One plan, already in progress, is the publication of a 
book chronicling the history of the Club. And, to do that 
we need your help. We need pictures, although we do 
have a lot collected over the years. We need stories, 
your stories. If you are a long time member, know 
someone who has a unique perspective on the Club, 
know an adult who grew up in the Club, know someone 
affiliated with the power boat or ice boat regattas of the 
past ï you get the idea ï weód like to interview you or 
them. 

P/C Suellen Gargalli is the chair of the Centennial Book 
Committee. If you have ideas, pictures, stories, 
perspective interviewees, please let the committee 
know. We have a dedicated email for all things 
ñCentennialò so contact us here: 
CENTENNIAL@MILESRIVERYC.ORG. 

Watch for more on this historic occasion. There will be 
plenty of opportunities to get involved as we get closer. 

Save the Date 

Kidõs Christmas 

Party 

Sunday, December 

3 

1-4PM 

 

 
Saturday, November 11  

5:00 to 7:30PM  

 

 

http://www.milesriveryc.org/
mailto:centennial@milesriveryc.org
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Support our Yearbook Advertisers  

Please remember how important our local advertisers are. 
Without our local advertisers, MRYC would not be able to 
provide members with the high-quality yearbook we now 
enjoy. Please, when you are considering a purchase, make 
your first choice one of our advertisers. 

While we appreciate their support, remember that they 
need our support to continue to bring you their goods and 
services, as well. 

By -Laws  Committee Formed  

COM Higgins has formed a by-laws Committee to review 
and propose changes to the current MRYC By-laws. If you 
have any input for this committee, please contact COM 
Higgins or email info@milesriveryc.org. 

New Members  

The Board of Governors approved the following 
new members. Please welcome them to the Club. 

Bill & Margie StarrïEllicott City 
 

Charles & Patricia MartinïBethesda 

 

Birthday s and  Anniversar ies  

If you see your name below, tell the bartender and 
get a free drink to celebrate. To have your special 

days listed in the LongHauler, email 
INFO@MILESRIVERYC.ORG with your information. 

Novem ber  Birthdays  

1 Jan Underwood 9 Heather Chapman 

2 Ann Kenna Dwyer  11 Mary Kealy 

3 Janet Healy 11 James Montague 

5 Carol Baker 12 Ann Cook 

5 Dink Daffin  13 Nancy Parnell 

5 Jim Kealy 15 Lee Brown 

6 Lynn Rose 17 Judy Tanczos 

7 Jay French 24 Bob Thomas 

7 Michael Green 26 La-Or Pfiefer 

7 George Weckel 28 Pam Jana 

8 Debbie Roark   

November Anniversaries  

2 Karen & Bob 
Thomas 

21 Nancy & Bill Parnell 

7 Ferol & Mike 
Dougherty 

24 Donna Lee & Dick 
Kelly 

10 Molly & Peirce 
Anderson 

25 Brooke & Ralph 
Alexander 

19 Ann & Don Cook 25 Thomas & Abigail 
Campi 

20 Bob & Mollie Boyle 28 Sharon & Rick Miller 

20 Helene & Don Butte 29 John & Bonnie Booth 

20 Diane & Jay French 29 John & Julie Lippke 

 

If you know of a member who 
could use some sunshine 
because of an illness or family 
loss, let Karen Harrison know 
at 410 -310-2519 and she will get 
word to the Club.  

Like the New Membersõ Name Tags 

Well, you can have one 
too. Contact Karen 
Thomas at 

karenthomas43@gmail.com with your first and last 
name and the year you became a member. Turnaround 
time is about two weeks. 

 

 

mailto:info@milesriveryc.org?subject=Birthday
mailto:karenthomas43@gmail.com
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Last Day for Ordering MRYC 

Logowear  in time for  Christmas  

November 10 th  

Want an easy and appreciated Christmas present for the 
MRYC member in your life. Order logowear!  

Check out all the MRYC logowear available from 
members Charles and Dot Low at Embroidered Images 
(410-745-6280). They provide the Club with beautifully 
embroidered MRYC logowear and can help you with 
personalization ï think name, boat name, and custom 
items ï from their many catalogs, or you can purchase 
from the display case in the lounge. They can embroider 
a whole lot more than they display at the Club!  

Ask in the office or at the bar, if you want to purchase an 
item from the case or visit Dot and Charles in their shop 
on Fremont Street (behind Acme). All purchases help 
the Club whether you make them at the Club or at their 
shop. 

 

Donôt keep us in the dark! Club management and your 
House Committee needs your feedback so we know 
what is working well and what is not. We need to know 
what our members want and expect of our Club. If you 
have a problem while in the Club, tell someone then, so 
the problem can be fixed when it happens. There is 
always a Manager of the Day on duty and usually an 
officer or House Committee member in the Club. 

So, tell us what you think about the menu, the food, the 
service, the entertainment, the pool, the marina. Please 
email comments to the House Committee at 
HOUSECOMMITTEE@MILESRIVERYC.COM. 

We want to hear from you and we will respond. 

Please donôt be anonymous. If you feel strongly enough 
to write a letter of complaint, please sign it so we can 
follow up and ensure your complaint is handled. 

 

Upcoming Special 

Events  

Commodoreõs Ball 

Saturday, November 4  

Entertainment by  XPD Band 

(Club will close at 2PM)  

 

Bull & Oyster Roast  

Saturday, November 11  

5- 7:30PM  
 

Veteranõs Day 

Saturday, November 11  

Free dessert for all MRYC 

Veterans  

 

Italian Buffet  

Fri day, November 2 4 

 

Holiday Greens Workshop  

Wednesday, November 29  

5PM 

 

Membership Meeting  

Friday, December 1  

 

 

Club Hours 

Club Closed Mondays & Tuesdays 

 Sunday Monday & Tuesday Wednesday & Thursday Friday & Saturday 

Kitchen 
Hours 

11:30 AM ï 7:30 PM Closed 11:30 AM ï 8:30 PM* 11:30 AM ï 9 PM* 

Lounge 
11:30 AM ï 7:30 PM** 

Noon-4PM (Isabelôs) 
Closed 11:30 AM ï 11 PM** 

11:30 AM ï 11 PM** 

5-10PM (Isabelôs) 

*If there are less than three people consuming alcohol, the bartender will close the Club 
 with a 15 minute last call. 

*Kitchen will remain open on Wednesday and Friday nights until 9:15PM to accommodate the sailors. 

mailto:housecommittee@milesriveryc.com


 

 

 

2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

1 2 Sail Committee 
Meeting ï 6PM 

3 Investment Club 
ï 10AM 

 

4 Commodoreôs 
Ball ï 6PM ï Club 
closes at 2PM 

5 6 Club 
Closed 

7 Club 
Closed 

8 9 10 Last Day to 
Order MRYC 
Logowear for 
Christmas 

 

11 Veteranôs Day 
ï Free dessert for 
all MRYC 
Veterans 

Bull & Oyster 
Roast ï 5-7:30PM 

12 13 Club 
Closed 

14 Club 
Closed 

15 Oyster Magic ï 
5:30PM 

16 17 Investment 
Club ï 10AM 

Last Day to Order 
Holiday Pies 

18 

19 20 Club 
Closed  

21 Club 
Closed 

22 Miles of Thanks ï 
11AM-2PM 

23 Thanksgiving ï 
Club Closed 

24 Italian Buffet 25  

26 

 

27  Club 
Closed 

28 Club 
Closed 

29 Holiday Greens 
Workshop ï 5PM 

Burger Bash ï 5:30 

30   

For more information visit the Club web site at milesriveryc.org 

 

 

2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 Investment Club ï 
10AM 

2 

3 Kidôs 
Christmas Party 
ï 1-4PM 

4 Club 
Closed 

5 Club 
Closed 

6 7 8 9 

10 Holiday Buffet 
ï 10:30AM-
1:00PM 

11 Club 
Closed 

12 Club 
Closed 

13 14 15 Investment Club 

ï 10AM 

Christmas Buffet & 
Sing Along - 5:30-
8:30PM 

16 

17 18 Club 
Closed 

19 Club 
Closed 

20 21 22 23 

24 25 Club 
Closed 

26 Club 
Closed 

27 28 29 30 

31 New Yearôs 
Eve 

Commodoreõs Open House ð January 1st  

Sunday Suppers Start December 3 ð Noon to Close 

 

http://www.milesriveryc.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MRYC  Contacts  

 
Clubhouse: 410-745-9511 

 Pool: 410-745-6142 
Fax: 410-745-2602 

 
Web Site: www.milesriveryc.org 

Club office email: MRYC@milesriveryc.org 

Web Site email: info@milesriveryc.org 

 

Support òMiles of Thanksó 

http://www.milesriveryc.org/
mailto:mryc@milesriveryc.org
mailto:info@milesriveryc.org


 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 


